
How to import .XLSX and .CSV files into R 
Importing a .XLSX file into R 

1. First call the read_excel() function into the R console by using the following line of code: 
 
Library(“readxl”)  
 

2. Then press enter 
 

3. Then use the read_excel() function to call your desired data file into the console using the 
following line of code: 
 
read_excel("Path where your Excel file is stored/File Name.xlsx") 
 
*note be sure to use forward slashes “/” OR double back slashes “\\” in your file path or you will 
receive an error message.  
 

4. Press enter 
 
Your console should now give you a preview of the first 10 lines of data 
 
 

 



Importing a .CSV file into R 
1. To import a CSV file into R use the read.csv() function call your desired data file into the console 

using the following line of code: 
 
read.csv("Path where your CSV file is located on your computer\\File Name.csv") 
 
*note be sure to use forward slashes “/” OR double back slashes “\\” in your file path or you will 
receive an error message.  
 

2. Press enter 
 
Your console should now show all or a large portion of your data file in the console (depending 
on the number of rows in your data file). 
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